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Children have contributed the least to the 
climate crisis but are bearing the worst brunt 

of its impacts.
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Taking action on the climate crisis for children

Save the Children takes a systems-based approach 
to addressing the health implications of climate 
change on our four strategic institutional goals: 
• healthy start in life
• safe learning
• strengthening safety nets and family resilience
• protecting children in crisis

We are doing this via:
1. Supporting improved national planning
2. Integrating systems thinking into climate 

actions with health benefits
3. Partnering strategically to enhance impact
4. Advocating for change at all levels
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Context

In Bougainville, East Sepik and Western Provinces, health facilities in remote 
communities are without power supply and have no connection to the national grid. 
Immunization services were not provided, outpatient and delivery services were limited 
to morning hours of the day.

Intervention

Support access to energy and climate action via provision of renewable energy systems

Activity

32 rural health facilities provided with solar powered generator

Improving Service Delivery using Hybrid Renewable 
Energy at Remote Health Facilities in Papua New Guinea

Climate and Health Learning Event.
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Results

• Immunization service has commenced in the 
health facilities with vaccine refrigerators/ fridges

• 24 hour services have commenced in health 
facilities due to availability of power at night

• Reports of increases in health facility attendance 
due to availability of health workers

• Reports of labour and deliveries conducted at night 
as available power supply allows the midwife to 
support multiple deliveries at the same time

Climate and Health Learning Event.
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Lessons and Challenges

Health Facility Assessment are critical to ensure provision of intervention that is tailored to the needs 
of the health facility thus improving service delivery

Working with the Provincial Health Authorities increased ownership and sharing of responsibility (i.e. 
in some PHAs suitably skilled people were able to install the solar equipment at the health facilities)

Logistics and terrain of project-supported communities can be a barrier – Suppliers are limited and 
unavailable in most provinces, and costs of freight and transportation of 
equipment to remote health facilities is high

High cost of installation – Where appropriate skills for installation 
were unavailable in the PHA Maintenance Department, cost of 
installation increased significantly

Climate and Health Learning Event.
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Taking action on climate change and health to scale

Climate and Health Learning Event.

Save the Children is an Accredited Entity to the Green Climate Fund (GCF,  the world’s largest climate 
finance mechanism)
• Health is a strategic priority for GCF,  but no health-focused projects have been funded to date
• Save the Children is working to remedy this – but it takes time to build projects in new areas that 

meet GCF criteria
• Benefit of the GCF is ability to direct large scale resources to address complex climate challenges 

across sectors; but it is not a quick mechanism 

Currently developing four projects for GCF in the health sector with governments and partners in Laos,
Indonesia, Malawi and Senegal
• All include focus on health system strengthening, integration of climate information into health 

information systems and health early warning systems, and increasing the climate resilience of 
health infrastructure

• Each project also focuses on other specific/contextual health issues, including WASH (Laos), vector 
borne diseases (Indonesia and Senegal) and nutrition (Malawi)

• All proposals are between USD 25 and 35 million
• Laos submitted and under review (aiming for approval by GCF Board in October 2023)
• Malawi aiming for GCF Board in March 2024
• Senegal aiming for GCF Board in July 2024
• Indonesia aiming for GCF Board in October 2024
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Strengthening Climate Resilience of the Lao PDR Health 
System

Climate and Health Learning Event.

Outcome 1

The health system’s governance and 

leadership is climate-resilient

Outcome 2

Health information systems are 

improved to include climate and 

weather data and used to track, 

prepare for, and reduce climate-related 

risks to health

Outcome 3

Health service delivery in rural 

provinces is improved and able to 

manage climate-related disease 

burden and determinants of health

Outcome 4

Communities respond to early 

warnings, manage and mitigate risk, and 

seek care appropriately

Working with Ministries of Natural Resources and Environment and Health,  WHO and Healthcare Without Harm 
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Key barriers to scaling climate change and health 

Climate and Health Learning Event.

It’s not often even on the agenda
• Health not always/often seen as a climate change related challenge by governments and 

communities (or, if it is, it’s not viewed as urgent as other issues)
• Adaptation planning processes at community level often focus on more visible/tangible 

challenges (SLR, EWE, etc), which predicate DRR-style responses or a focus on food/water 
security. These are important for health, but specific health impacts are not often seen as a 
driver of action or effectively integrated into these responses

We’re not speaking the same language
• We have climate expertise and health expertise BUT they aren’t working together to identify key 

issues of intersection and priority actions for resourcing 

Hard to access finance makes finance hard to access 
• The complexities of accessing climate finance push decision-makers to more straightforward 

issues (infrastructure upgrades, capacity building, policy development) 

It’s such a huge issue – where do we start?
• Health and wellbeing is broad and cuts across many areas/sectors, even knowing where to start 

is a challenge that can lead to paralysis 
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How do we change this?

Climate and Health Learning Event.

Remember that Sometimes ‘development’ is ‘adaptation’
• Acknowledge that some health adaptation actions are going to look like things we want to do 

anyway, but that shouldn’t mean they don’t qualify for climate finance 
• Remember IPCC WGII “A key pathway… is universal access to primary healthcare”

Keep in mind that national policy ≠ local action

• Changes to national policy don’t always reflect local realities or drive change at the local level. 
They need to be developed in a participatory manner and appropriately resourced to facilitate 
local resilience  

All climate change projects should be health projects
• Health is not an externality; it affects everything – so needs to be in everything

(Remember: healthier, wealthier, better educated people are, inherently, more adaptable in 
the face of climate change impacts) 

Critical importance of the enabling environment
• Climate finance struggles with systems work, but while there is a lot we can do at the local level 

to support increased health outcomes and some system resilience, systems level change is 
required for transformation and sustainability

• Institutional donors have a significant role to play in this shift as they are less constrained within 
the politics of climate finance
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